
Tips for crafting a strong application 

 

Grant writing can be intimidating for everyone but especially for those new to the process or 

who have been unsuccessful in receiving grants in the past. The key to writing a successful grant 

is a solid project that falls within the grant’s mission and guidelines. 

 

FACT’s Fund-a-Farmer Grants are the perfect place to start or continue your success with 

outside funding. They’re easy to apply for with very clear questions and expectations. You don’t 

have to be a professional grant writer to write a successful Fund-a-Farmer grant. They do tend 

to be competitive, so here are a few pointers on how to write a strong application: 

 

Pointer #1 - Before you start your application, be sure to read all the requirements. 

FACT receives many more applications than can possibly be funded. We filter out applications 

that don’t meet the basic requirements before the review process even begins. You don’t want 

to put effort and energy into an application that gets ruled out right off the bat because the 

project doesn’t meet the basic funding requirements. Read our Grant Application Guidelines 

and be in touch with any questions! 

 

Pointer #2 – Save your work! The online application will automatically save when you move to 

the next page. However, if you close out of your browser while working, the information on the 

page you are on will not necessarily be saved. We recommend that you copy and paste your 

responses into a Word (or similar) document in the case of technical difficulties. You may 

download the application questions to review them and prepare your responses in advance. 

 

Pointer #3 - Don’t wait until the last minute to write and submit your application.  

Starting early gives you plenty of time to run your application by someone to make sure you’re 

explaining your project clearly. It also makes it less stressful in case you encounter any technical 

difficulties with the online application! Staff members are happy to assist you, but please know 

that it does get very busy toward the end of the application period. 

 

Pointer #4 - Keep the scope of your project realistic. 

If you have a large project that will cost more than the $3,000 grant limit, try breaking it into 

smaller projects and pick one that cost less that would fit the grant guidelines. For example, 

your project involves installing a well and automatic waterers to exclude your animals from a 

pond, easily a $15,000 project. This project could be broken up into 4 smaller projects: 
 

1. Digging the well 

2. Laying the line 

3. The automatic drinker for the animals 

4. The fencing around the pond 

https://foodanimalconcernstrust.org/grants
https://foodanimalconcernstrust.org/s/2020-21-FAF-Grant-Application-Questions.pdf


Any one of these would be a solid Fund-a-Farmer project. If your project is large in scope, you 

may briefly explain and give the context of the entire project, but focus primarily on the portion 

that would be covered by the grant from FACT. 

 

Pointer #5- Think about your audience 

FACT is a nonprofit organization that focuses on the welfare of food animals – hence, your 

project needs to be related to the welfare of food producing animals in some way. We try to be 

transparent about what we will consider, and are open to practical and innovative proposals. 

Please refer to our list of eligible animal species and also the projects we’ve funded in the past 

for ideas and inspiration.  

  

Pointer #6 - Lay out your project clearly 

The panel that reviews applications does so anonymously which means they cannot reach out 

for clarification. Unclear projects are likely to be put aside rather than funded. Ask a friend to 

read your application to see if they understand what you are trying to accomplish before 

submitting. Here are some specific tips shared by the members of our final review committee:  
 

 Always indicate the amount of land to be fenced, planted, etc. 

 Describe the situation as it is now, as well as the anticipated impact or change that 
would be achieved with FACT funding. 

 If the project scale and budget exceeds the grant, what smaller aspect is achievable by 
the FACT grant? Do not over emphasize parts of the project that are not to be funded by 
FACT, focus on the portion that is grant funded. 

 For pasture expansion/rotation proposals, diagrams were especially helpful to visualize 
intended use - and feasibility. 

 Uploading a photo of the project site, such as an aerial photo, can be helpful to the 
committee. 

 If the funding is for a structure or equipment you may include a photo example of the 
proposed purchase.  


